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THE INVINCIBLE TRON MAR. 


OUR NAME 1S ANTHONY STARK, AND YOU LIVE TWO LIVES: ONE, AS THE MILLIONAIRE INVENTOR АМО 
MUNITIONS-MAKER WHO 15 THE ENVY OF MEN, THE SOUGHT-AFTER PRIZE OF WOMEN.. THE OTHER, AS 


THE GRIM ARMOR-CLAD AVENGER WHO STREAKS THIS BLEAK MARCH MORNING THRU SAD AND RAIN- 
SWEPT SKIES. 


BUT THAT /5 MERELY THE 546657 BEGINNINGS OF THE REASON WHY, ИЕ ANY HAD EARS TO 
HEAR, THEY WOULD HEAR YOU CRY-~ALOUO AND IN ANGUISH-- 


ШУ MUST THERE ВЕ АМ 


ANS 


/ 


(М THE LONG ISLAND យាវ 
CEMETERY BELOW DO sq 
#07 
20 NOT НЕДР... 


INP 5٥ 
YOURE LEFT 
LOWE 


/ III 

/ 1111) 

r MAJORE ALONE, 
PERHAPS, THAN 


ANY MAN HAS < 
EVER BEEN... 222 / <A 


) ა 2 % 7 ۷ \ 


Фи ёр, RITER ARTIST ს 
| <> < 


JIM MOONEY ARTIE SIMEK 
7 INKER LETTERER 
/ BASED /М PART ON 4 STORY BY 
LEE AND LARRY LIEBER 
: соғ TALES OF SUSPENSE SS. 
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GO TELL HIM 
YOU'RE SORRY 
YOU'RE 
IRON МАМ-- 
AND WHILE 
YOU'RE AT I». 


Ши! N 
мА. 


— SUDDENLY, INTERRUPTING 

YOUR SOMBRE BROODING, THE VOICE 

OF MARIANNE... THE VOICE OF 
THE GIRL YOU LOVE... 


HE GIRL WITH 
POWERS OF 

EXTRA-SENSORY, 
هنټ لبون‎ 


THERE 5 
DANGER 
FOR YOU HERE. 
I ها‎ sss: 


МЕ. GILBERT 

--ГМ SORRY 
I COULDN'T 
MAKE IT 
UNTIL THE 


WHO'S 
THAT 
MAN BY 
KEVIN'S 
GRAVE? 


HE FLEW IN 
THIS MORNING... 
FOR THE FUNERAL, 


| DOESN'T REALLY MATTER, 
POES 17, AVENGER? FOR, YOU 
ARE OBLIVIOUS TO ALL SAVE THE 
FALLING RAIN... THE TOO-FAMIL~ 
(AR ORONE OF THE ده نه‎ < 


WORDS... 
ASHES TO ASHES, 
ст 70 OUST." 


Wen, YOU STRIDE LIKE A GREAT, 
INSENSATE ROBOT THRU THE 
HUMAN THRONG THAT RINGS KEVIN 
OBRIEN': 5 GRAVE... 


IW SILENCE, THAT 
YOU WERE, INDEED, 
A THING OF UN- 
FEELING METAL 


VERY VULNERABLE 
MAN, 9509 AN 


„ТЕЦ. НІМ YOU'RE 
SORRY YOU 02 
HIS SONS GUERT 
HEAVEN'S 
NAME, 
СЦ 570217, 


S YOUR 
FELLOW 
BOARD 

MEMBERS, 
WERE IN 

THIS THING 
JUST А5 
DEEP AS 
You АВЕ. 


BUT, IN THE 
NAME OF 
HUMAN 
DECENCY-- 
SHUT UP! 


WALL RIGHT, 
ИАН 
H IM 
WITH 45,7 ÁN 


THEY WANT YOU 
FOR QUESTIONING, 
iN CONNECTION 
WITH O'BRIEN'S 
DEATH. 


ALL You EVER \ Тиеу Мит 
DID WITH IT-- || THERE ВЕ AN 
WAS--DESTROY.Y, IRON MAN? 


MAYBE GILBERT'S 
RIGHT ABOUT 
ONE THING, 


YOU 700, 
MARIANNE /? 


OVER ANP OVER 
YOU HAD 


Г. бута YOURE HEARING, 
AGAIN IN YOUR BRAIN, THE QUESTION 


V -оооу, REVEREND. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
PLL WAIT UNTIL-- 


SURRENDER, КОН 
МАМ/ THE 407M0%/- 
TIES COULD MAKE 
BETTER USE OF 
STARK'S PRECIOUS 
ARMOR THAN 


FIRST VOICED... 


100%, 
ОП ВЕКТ-- 
YOU KNOW 
POW EET 


STAY BACK, 
JOE,’ THOSE 
REPULSOR 
RAYS OF HIS 
COULD 7644 
US 77 


FARCE OF 
HIS 
FUNERAL, 


wow 
HE SHRUGS 
OFF BULLETS 
LIKE THEY 
WERE 
CHICLETS/ 


STEEL PELLETS 
RICOCHETING OFF 
TIGHT ARMOR, 


II 


BAD ENOUGH, У 


-OR NOT AT 
ALLS ISN'T 
THAT MY 
SECOND 

CHOICE? 


۱ 


MUST YOU 
TWO MUMBLE | STARK HAD 
AT EACH THE POOR 
TASTE ТО 
SEND уби AS 

HIS PROXY, 

INSTEAD OF 

COMING 
HIMSELF! 


ក 
| GENTLEMEN, 
PLEASE --THIS 
15 NO TIME 
FOR THE AIRING 


OF PRIVATE 
QUARRELS. 


NEGATIVES 
NOW ро уби | 
COME QUIETLY, № 


ТТ WAS ARMOR 
LIKE MINE THAT 
MAYBE DROVE KEVIN 
YOU'RE | MAD--AND CAUSED 
HIS 7, 


WHAT GILBERT 
DOESN'T KNOW 
iS KEVIN O'BRIEN 
\ \ WASN'T THE 7 
\ MAN ТО DIE 
MY ARMOR! MAYBE SIMON 7) BECAUSE OF THIS 
GILBERT 15 RIGHT.’ MAYBE METAL SHELL 
І SHOULO SURRENDER ІТ \ N THAT KEEPS МЕ 
AND AYSELF TO THE ALIVE, 
AUTHORITIES--TELL THEM ს ს 


<> 
--LET THEM TRY 
(RON MAN-- AND 
TONY STARK--FOR j 
MURDER, 


BUT vou 
KNOW WHO 
WAS FIRST, 
\ А DON'T YOU, 
ს AVENGER,? 
YOU KNOW | : 


ALL 700 , # 2 \ ` ს 
WELL... WHAT YOU CLAIM FOR THINK 50, GENERAL? 
THAT CRAZY GADGET OF THEN WATCH. 


YOURS 15 6. 


OH, COME 
NOW, 
MR. STARK... 


OUY HAVE SO MANY LABORATORIES, TONY STARK. AT WHICH 


ONE DID THE FATEFUL DEMONSTRATION TAKE PLACE? CAN 

YOU TEAR DOWN THAT FINAL WALL AND REMEMBER? AND 
DOES IT TRULY MATTER... 

THERE / NOW, IT'S ENER- --THEY САМ INCREASE WOW DO YOU 

I'VE GIZING THIS 3 THE FORCE OF AVY BELIEVE MY 
SWITCHED COMMON, GARDEN- № DEVICE--A 


"CRAZY 
THOUSANDFOLO! GADGETS" 


CAN BRING AN 
EARLY END 
TO THE 
BLOODSHED, 
р LOOK 007 | | IM VIETNAM. 
VAULT-- GENERAL! 
іт" 


STARTING TME 
SLOWS! 


WHAT РУЕ 
JUST 
SEEN... Д 


„ИА. BELIEVE 
ANYTHING 1 


۷ THERE WAS STILL ANOTHER SIDE TO YOU THEN, WASN'T THERE, STARK? YOU WERE А SOPHIST!- 
CATE AS WELL AS A SCIENTIST... A MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY AS WELL AS A PHENOMENONALLY GIFTED 
INVENTOR AS MUCH AT HOME IN HIGH SOCIETY AS IN A CLUTTERED LABORATORY... 


177 F£ VILLAGERS WERE ALWAYS AS (SOMEONE WHO 47 
МАТ DID YOU (6) š 1 
Кари 7 DESPERATE AS THEY WERE HUNGRY 

WONG-CHU,? 


# ГА 
АЕ WEARS. INEVITABLY ۶ 
# 1 #M «АЦ. OTHER 
STRONGEST MEN ARE 


OF ALL NEXT FLEAS S 
TO WONG -CHU.., 2 
STILL, I SHALL 


BE GENEROUS/ 
IF ANY 
PRISONER CAN 
DEFEAT MEIN 
FAIR COMBAT... 


THERE WAS 
ALWAYS SOMEONE 72 ACCEPT THE 
GUERRILLA TYRANTS CHALLENGE... 


FOR WONE CAN HO WOULD HAVE 
STOP THE DREAMED THEN, TONY 
VICTORIOUS STARK, THAT BEFORE 
LONG YOU AND THAT 
MURDEROUS MADMAN 


რ ҮЛ THE STEAMING 


RIGHT/ THANKS BUT, THE JUNGLE 
JUNGLES OF SOUTH- TO YOUR 


WEREN'T ANY HELD А ра 
EAST 45/4Р TRANSISTORS, BUGS, WERE PERILS.. SOME 
ТШШ | OUR MORTARS THERE, THEM MAN-MADE, 
OUR HEAVY Ү ! | ARE NOW МО 
ARTILLERY 1! | LARGER THAN 
COULD 


11!!! 
CLEAN OUT ! 


THE ENEMY, || 
МЕ, STARK. Jil 


BUT WE CAN'T 

TAKE TANKS 

AND CANNON 
THRU THIS 
FOLIAGE. 


! 


MASS PRODUCTION, 
YOUR WEAPONS 
MIGHT HAVE 
SWORTENED 
THE WAR... 


THEN, BECAUSE YOU SAY 
HE IS STRONG ENOUGH 
TO WORK YNTIL НЕ 
DIES, WE SHALL “SE 

HIM. 
WE SHALL 
TRICK НІМ INTO 
SPENDING HIS 
LAST DAYS ON 
EARTH WORK- 
ING FOR YS. 
AWAKEN HIM. 


YOU WILL WOT 
BE SORRY IN 
YOUR OLD AGE, 


I'LL 882 
ІТ, ALL RIGHT-- 
BUT FOR ONE 


THE CLOCK 
BRINGS THE 
DEADLY 
SHRAPNEL 
CLOSER TO 


ATER, THRU STILL-RINGING 


CIVILIAN 
EARS, YOU HEARD... 


15 STILL 
ALIVE. 


HIS HEART, 
GREAT ONE. 


IM A FEW DAYS 
THE SHRAPNEL 
WILL REACH HIS 
MEART-- AND НЕ 
WILL D/E. 


BUT, IF IT'S THE 
LAST THING I 
DO--!'LL FIND A 


„МЕ KNOW YOU ARE 


FAMOUS AMERICAN WARD, I 
ИМИЕМТОЮ. ТЕ YOU WILL SHALL HAVE 
DESIGN POWERFUL NEW | MY SURGEON WAY TO TAKE THIS 
WEAPONS FOR WONG- SAVE YOUR SMIRKING TERROR- 
LIFE, IST WITH МЕ. 


LYING THRU 
HIS TEETH! 
I KNOW I'VE 


HERE IS THE 
ROOM WHERE 
YOU WILL WORK. 


PROMISE 
YOU - - I'LL 
BUILD THE 


ЖЕМ, ON THE SECOND PROFESSOR YINSEN? Var WAS THE TURNING Жос THE 
DAY OF YOUR RACE AGAINST Вит--т AWOW YOUR POINT! YOU BARED YOUR DESPERATE RACE 
TIME... WORK. YOU'RE THE GREATEST SECRET 70 THAT AGAINST TIME 

WONG~CHULP 1 GREATEST PHYSICIST | | FRAIL OLO SCHOLAR --THE CONTINUED... 
TOLD YOU I MUST BE LEFT OF ALL/ ONLY HUMAN YOU DARED 
ALONE,,./ STILL-- TRUSTS 
THIS OLD ONE EVERYONE IN THE AN--/@OW MANS? == 
15 PROFESSOR WEST THINKS YOU FANTASTIC! А MIGHTY NICE OF 
YINSEN -- ONCE DEAD. ELECTRONIC BODY, TO KEEP | | WONG-CHU 
GREAT SCIENTIST, YOUR HEART BEATING TO GIVE 5 
NOW LOWLY MAN- AFTER THE SWRAPNEL 
SERVANT OF ٢ REACHES IT. 
ждмв-сни. ) > 
< ` IF WE 
HE WILL HELP SUCCEED, WHAT 
YOU BUILD ს > A CREATURE 
WEAPON. WE WILL HAVE 
| CREATED--WHAT 
WONDERS 
HE SHALL 
PERFORM. 


Ñ ۰ : 
"7چ‎ I WILL 


NEVER لړ‎ THEN--YOU'LL 


HELP УОИ-- HELP МЕР 
NWEVERSS EXCELLENT,’ 


Же PASSED INTO DAYS, 


AS THE SHRAPNEL MOVED Т САМ ۵/77 WE'VE GOT YOU, AVENGER 2 -- THOLIGH NO MORE 
EVER CLOSER 70 YOUR FEEL--THE TO WORK THAN THE MAN WHO WORKED TIRE- 
THROBBING МЕДЕТ... PRESSURE) FASTER--/ LESSLY BY YOUR SIDES 


IN MY 
MY TRANSISTORS WILL ОРЕК- M =” THE LIFE- 
ATE THE MACHINE ELECTRONI- HEN, WHEN GIVING HEART 
CALLY--MOVE COUNTLESS GEARS | - YOUR CONDITION OF YOUR IRON 
AND CONTROL-LEVERS-- ٩ с ს BECAME BODY 15 READY. 
CRITICAL- 
THE IRON FRAME 


: WHEN YOU I SHALL 
MUST BUPLICATE COULD BEAR THE CLAMP IT 
VIRTUALLY EVERY 7 


PAIN мо AROUND 
ACTION OF THE < LONGER-~ YOUR 
HUMAN BODY. 2 


TIME--RONNING 20 COURAGE YOU HAD, DIDN'T 


JUST А 
LITTLE 
LONGER, 


WHEN 1 ACTIVATE YOU SHOULD THE GENERATOR THE WARNING 
LIVE--JUST А5 WILL SOON РАР LIGHT WE 
LONG AS THE ENOUGH ENERGY TO INSTALLED/ 
IRON BODY EONE 
FURNISH THE OPERATES! 
POWER TO TO MOVE AGAIN. 
ა Í THEN-- IT CAN ONLY 
z BE--WONG- 
CHU! 


IF HE ENTERS НЕ MUST ВЕ KEPT AWAY- - 
NOW--ALL OUR UNTIL THE MIGHTY ELECTRON- 
WORK WILL IC BODY GIVES YOU POWER 
HAVE BEEN IN DEATH TO WONG -CHU,! DEATH 
(ALIN, TO THE EVIL TYRANTS 
AND THUS-- ۸ 
FAREWELL, 
TONY 


STARK! 


FURTHER YSE 
TO МЕ. 


END HIS 


MISERABLE | 
LIFE --wow/, 


THE 
TRANSISTORS 
HAVE 
SUFFICIENT 


THE MACHINE ¥ 
— 15 KEEPING | 
учи ME ALIVE? Ё 


РЕ 
АА z 


“Л ` 


N 


= 


И BREAK т 
DOWN/ 

SMASH 1% 

Z YOU FOOL / 


ЕИО, WITH A RESURGENCE 
OF WILL... 


(ULL THE SAME, YOUR 
CONTROL WAS STILL 
CONSIDERABLY WEAKER 
THAN YOUR WILL, AND 
50, AS YOU BEGAN TO 
5776... 


THIS MASSIVE IRON 
SHELL BEFORE WONG- 
CHU BREAKS IN-- 
=-OR ELSE I'LL 
ВЕ ДУ THEIR 
MERCY 


мак 


МЭ ` г. 


і 
(1 
Ч 
Ч 
Ч 


то 
ха 


THEY'RE Ч THIS THING AND УЕТ-- W --WHEN, IN ORDER С OMMON SENSE WAS 

COMING! WHICH 1$ AM т TRULY Ü ТО REMAIN ALIVE, ALWAYS YOUR STRONG 
THIS IS LESS THAN TONY STARK I MUST STAY SUIT-- ANP SO, YOU SUDDENLY 
MY FIRST, HUMAN--YET ANY MORE -- FOREVER IN THIS | | SWAPPED BACK 70 REALITY-- 

MY SOMEHOW, WALKING 

GREATEST FAR MORE! IRON PRISON?? THEY'LL ВЕ 
727 7 THRU THE 
DOOR IN A 
2 MX MINUTE. 


AND MY METAL 

ARMOR'S STILL 
BUILDING , | 
ФОКС... / 


LUCKILY, YINSEN 

AND I EQUIPPED MY 
CONCEAL IRON BODY WITH 
MYSELF -- PLENTY OF EXTRAS. 
TILL I CAN 


= 2 2779 YOU HELD BACK--UNTIL THE RAGING 
THE СМЕХ“! THAT'S არ PROCESSOR 77727 BUTCHER AND HIS LACKEYS HAO LEFT-- 
(57 ONE MORE 
7O WIPE 27/۶ 2202-2007 ON! AMUSE YOURSELF 
WHILE YOU САМ, [ 
! _WONG~ CHU. 


AT THAT MOMENT, 
DIDN'T YOU, STARK? 


ии бы Ча 
You mane д vow | ñ г 
5 # 


់ MAKE WONG- 
CHU PAY- = 
AS NO MAN 
HAD EVER 
24/0 
BEFORE! 


BAAS YOU STARTLED 
МЕ FOR A МОМЕМТ-- 
ВИТ AO MORE, 


7 YOU ARE 
BUT SOME 
CLUMSY 
ROBOT-~ 


А 
MACHINE- 


YOU ARE 
NOT FACING | 
A WOUNDED, || 

DYING 


SHOW 
YOURSELF! 


NOW, PREPARE TO 
PAY FOR YOUR 
MISDEEDS--FOR ONCE 
AND FOR 7 


(6) ١ WHAT? 
WHO DARES 
SPEAK THUS 


27 


| A SNIVELING | | 
AN COWARDS |, 


HAVE YOU 


| STARE, WONG- NEVER SEEN | ې‎ 
| Ам /60// MAN 


сни? 
BEFORE? 


THIS 15 /ФОМ MAN 
WHO OPPOSES YOU, 
момб-сни-- 


--УОП, AND ALL 
YOU STAND 
FOR 


IT'LL TAKE MORE THAN 

SMALL ARMS FIRE 
TO PENETRATE 7Z/$ 
SUIT OF ARMOR! 


QUICKLY, 
YOU FOOLS-- 


QUICKLY!’ 


THERE! REVERSE Y 
MAGNETISM’ 
OR, AS I MIGHT 
CHRISTEN IT-- 


--Ок Ам AGED, GENTLE 
PROFESSOR ~-f 


YOU MAKE вит, EVEN 


GUARDS! OPEN FIRE! 
DESTROY THIS-- 


/ NO HURRY, 
NOW. ИМ NOT 
Ol ...АМО USE 
ANYWHERE. А ТОР-НАТ 
TRANSISTOR 
TO INCREASE 
ІТ5 


REPELLING 


” ONE 
THOUSAND 
TIMES! 


THIS MAGNETIC 
7URBO- 
INSULATOR... 


“ MONE CAN 
$ DEFEAT THE 


DESTROYS 
IRON MAN 


62: 


WHAT-- WHAT 


15 HAPPENING? 
ЕШ, THOSE ARE WOT 


MY 7 ONE CALLED 


#466--#464, 
BEFORE HE 
SLAYS YOU 

4447 


IT'LL 
TAKE MORE 
THAN А 

SIMPLE 
LOCK 
TO STOP 
нім/ 


WHEN I USE /7 ТО 
COMMAND THEM, 
THEY WILL 7 
TO ME. THEY WILL 
STOP RUNNING! 


UPSTAIRS 
THERE ISA 
020- 


SPEAKER! 
THE IRON 


DEVIL 
WILL NOT 
STANO 
LONG 
AGAINST 
THE SHEER 
WEIGHT OF 


FLEE INTO 

THE JUNGLE -- 

AND NEVER 
RETURNS 


NOW TO 
SETTLE WITH 
WONG -CHU 
HIMSELF, 


SO MUCH 
FOR THE 
FAITHFUL 
SIDEKICK Sf, 


вит 
WHEN А 
МАМ 
HAS A 
MINIATURE 
8022-54Ю/ 
ИР HIS 
INDEX 
FINGER-- 
ONE WHICH'LL 
OUT-PERFORM 
ANY THING 
| ADOZEN 
TIMES {TS 
5/2Е-- 


WHY, THAT 
MUROERING--/ 
[| THAT TWO-BIT ч 


см. 


--АМО НЕ'$ 
PLANNING 
TO TAKE 
EVERYBODY 
H N 


Е СА 
WITH нм ДІ 


ALL RIGHT, 

WARLORD-- 
YOU'RE 

FINISHEDSL 


NOW TO ORDER 
THE EXECUTION 
EACH DRAWER || 
OF THIS | 
ENOUGH-- | CABINET WITH 


CAN'T PURSUE 
WONG-CHU-- 
WITHOUT 
RECHARGING. 


BY MIGHTY 
ELECTRONIC 
TRANSISTORS 


I ESTIMATED IT 
7457 RIGHT! 


--ТЕ THERE'S 
NOT ENOUGH 
TUCE LEFT 
IN 5 
РУМАМО--ТО 
КЕСНАКСЕ МУ 
BATTERIES, 


FEELING-- 
FAINT: 


NOW THAT'S 
WHAT Г CALL-~ 
A REAL 
— = UP! 


TIME ALONE 
WILL PROVIDE 
THE 
ANSWER. 


Г BUT--NONE 


OF THIS--WILL 
HELP ME-- 


AS FOR THE /ФОМ МАМ-- 
THAT METALLIC HULK 
WHO ONCE WAS ANTHONY 
STARK--WHO KNOWS WHAT 
DESTINY AWAITS 23 


you, 
SACRIFICED 
YOUR LIFE 

TO SAVE 


WE WORSHIP 
NO ۰7 
FLEES 


FLEES 


175 ALL OVER 
Ow. 


YOU CAN 
REST EASY, 

PROFESSOR 
YINSEN, 


ALL YOU'D 
HAVE TO DO 
15 LEAD 
THE POLICE-- 
OR THE 
ARMY--THRU 
THIS 
REINFORCED 
STEEL 


EVEN А 0 
OR TWO WHO 
DONNED THE ARMOR, 
TO HELP you OUT 

ОЕ A JAM... 


YES, А 207 
ОЕ LIV65, 
ТІМ MAN... 


IT WOULD BE 

SO EASY ТО 

GIVE II ALL 

UP, WOULDN'T 
iT? 


GIRLS WHOM 
TONY STARK 
DARED NOT 
EMBRACE, 

FOR FEAR 


TO K/L YOU ТО 


ს POSSESS ITS تس‎ 


| 


Ц--АМУЖНЕВЕ | 


EXCEPT IM 
YOUR MIND. 


| ENEMIES WHO TRIED 


THERE ARE A 
LOT OF LIVES 
BOUND UP IM 
THIS ARMOR... 
AND THIS 
ROLLED-UP 
SCRAP OF 


REALLY 6X/575-- 


eT ILL IT 


NEARLY- 
HUMAN 
#IGHTING 
MACHINE 
IT 15 TODAY, 


WAITING TO 

LEARN YOUR 
DESTINY, 1E 
SUCH ATHING 


1| AND YOU'RE 
STILL 
WAITING, 
AREN'T YOU, 
I SHELLHEAD? 


--HAND OVER 
THESE SLUE- 
PRINTS TO 
THEM, AND 
TAKE A WALK, SHOW 
= HOW YOU 
WORKED, 
RE-WORKED, 
MODIFIED 
OUR ARMOR, 


Q АМО 


ТНЕУ 


წ IN THIS VERY 
BUILDING, THE 
7657 MODELS 
FOR MY FIRST № 
ARMOR WERE 


FINISHED 
ФЖОРИСТ 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN PIECED 
TOGETHER 
HALE А WORLD 
AWAY--BUT IT 
ALL STARTED 
HERE. , 
„7 
И МУ АКМОК-- 


WEAPONS -- 
FOR THE 
ARMY, FOR 


წ 5 
I'VE SOME- 
TIMES BEEN 

SORRY I 
DESIGNED- 


ALL OF WHICH DOESN'T W MOST THERE 
QUITE ANSWER MY 
CURRENT ОПЕММА-- 

THE QUESTION I KEEP 
ASKING MYSELF ~~ 


BE AN 
IRON MAN? 
ANO МАУ" 


STRANGE 

I SHOULD 
WIND UP 

ASKING IT-- 
MERE. 


RIGHT 


HAPPENED 
RIGHT 
еее... 


WHEN А МАМ 52025 

PONDERING HIS ACTIONS 

-- CEASES TO WEIGH 
AND JUDGE HIS 
EVERY MOTIVE-- 


MAYBE THAT'S 
НЕМ HE'S REALLY 
IN TROUBLE. 


SOMETIMES ИМ 
OUT IN А 72 
АМО Г HEAR 
SOMEBODY'S 
SCORNFUL 
WHISPER: 


-ک / 7/2۸ ډار ووو" 
MAKERS"‏ 


THAT'S ALL 
TO THE 
6000. 


ТНАТ САМ 
ВЕ USED ТО 
4746 ONE 
PEOPLE--TO 

SAVE 
ANOTHER. 


MAYBE THOSE PEOPLE 
WERE &/GA7T ТО ВЕ 
FRIGHTENED.,.AND 1 
WAS WRONG TO THINK 
A GOLDEN GALAHAD 
MADE ANY SENSE 
IN 1972.4 


BUT...I DON'T 
KNOW., 


sA SOLDIER 


IN THE 
BATTLE FOR 


HYMAN 
OIGMIT می‎ 

ТНАТ'$ A WAR 

THAT'S BEING 


FOUGHT EVERY 
دچ‎ AVERT” I 


GREY. ІТ | THEN 7 MADE 


IT'D ВЕ ЕА$У-- 

700 ЕА$У--ТО 
CIV6 IM 70 
THE б/29Е675 
OF THE WORLD. 


BECAUSE FOR 
EVERY PERSON 
KILLED BECAUSE 
HE ENCOUNTERED 
IRON МАМ-- 
A HUNDRED MORE 
ა HAVE 2/6207 


HERE, IN FRONT 
OF THE BOMBPROOF 
CASING WHICH 


| ү | 
ІІ 1 


И 
ШІ? 


NOS YOU'VE BEEN 
Қ FOOLING YOURSELF, 


TONY--TRYING TO 


TAKE THE SIMPLE 
WAY О 


( Уор қ 


7 


\ 
\ \ 
\ 


1 
7. 


15 
2 


ა 


2 


4 


їг យ 


SOGKI 


o/o MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС, ۰. 


сап try and saivage what's left of it? With his new ideas 

i'm sure he could do it. Don't get me wrong, Stan, 

sure your ideas are great, but how about giving someone 
else a chance to show off a little? 

Weil, ‘till the Thing’s Aunt Petunia marries Forbush 

Man, make mine MARVELous!!!? 
KOF QNS Bruce Roland, 27465 Berenda Way 
Hayward, Calif. 94544 


This month’s mail (аз you'll note in many of our other 
mags this go-round) seems to be directly hand-delivered 
from sorcerers and warlocks (how's that for a free 
plug?). Everybody's writing in with suggestions that 
we've already started work on. Has Marvel's reader- 
ship got a pipeline to the dread Dormammu that nobody 
told us about? That's our long-winded way of saying 
that, of course, Barry Smith did take on the art chores 
of everybody's favorite Shelihead — albeit for only this 
month. Barry’s moving all around the Marvel landscape 
these days — апа поп Man was one place he wanted 
to stop early оп. 

Gee, people, at this rate we may have to get Doc 
Strange to answer our mail. 


Dear Stan, Gary, George, and Vince, 


1 have a suggestion for you — one which is sure to 
create some controversy. It-amounts to killing off tron 
Man,or rather Tony Stark. First of all, Stark is а ۳ 
from the days when Marvel heroes all fought the 
commies. His occupation of weapons inventor was great 
then, but now turns off the majority of us fans. And 
you can’t change his occupation either, since it is 50 
central to Iron Man's origin and continued existence as 
well as being the main focal point in Stark's character 
and his relation to your other heroes and to SHIELD. 
Since he has been so close to death so many times it 
seems inevitable that sooner or later his heroism wili 
kill him. М this were to happen sooner, then a whole 
new story line will open ир, All you need is for Stark to 
name a successor as Iron Man, or for Nick Fury, while 
investigating Stark's death, to figure everything out and 
decide to appoint a successor. You may decide to dis- 
continue iron Man's comic and this would be a great 
way to do it. No one VIII ever forget that Marvel kitled 
off one of its oldest most honored heroes. And for ali 
those angry Iron Man fans, you could put Stark's suc- 
cessor permanently in the Avengers. At first the Aven- 
gers wouldn't know the difference but then would 
catch on — probably thinking the man in the iron armor 
is an impostor — and the new Iron Man would have a lot 
of troubie proving he was legitimate. This would make 
а terrific subpict continuing over several issues — 
especially if Iron Man's mag were to be discontinued 
before any announcements as to Топу”5 death were 


made. 
КЕО TTB КОЕ and Marvel Madman in 
Honorary Perpetuity, David Сорѕоп 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 17837 
٧.5. А! | need is а QNS and I'll have earned ту РММ. 


Well, Dave, its an idea, all right — and not а bad one, 
except that we're all sort of fond on Tony around here. 
Still, we ай liked the Lady Dorma and Captain Stacy. ... 

At апу rate — consider yourself а РММ, friend. 


Dear Gary, 

Fear not! | write not to blast you but (for a change) to 
praise you. 1 write to you alone because you have single- 
handedly restored IRON MAN to my fist of favorite 
magazines and Anthony Stark to his place in my heart. 
After the havoc wrought upon him іп the last year ог so, 
| had finally given him up in despair. It took a hasty 
note from a friend in Indiana to get me to read #45-- 
but ch! am I glad | did! After years of tortured self-doubt 
itis an immense relief to see Tony so serenely confident 
and determined to make his own happiness! And heaven 
knows he has earned it many times over! | beg you, do 
Not spoil it! Let him have his Мапаппе! He has earned 
а little happiness! 

Who is Marianne, by the way, and what does she do 
besides sit around looking pretty and getting clairvoyant 
‘hunches’? Is she a poetess? An artist? A movie star? 
A stage actress? A singer? A dancer? A novelist? A 
musician? Or just a jet setter? Come now, she must be 
something special and creative, or else what would Tony 
see іп her? 

Must we repeat the weary old triangle? Kevin O'Brien 
is behaving like an ass about Marianne! He cannot һауе 
what is not freely given! Doesn't he know that? (Guess 
not), And whatever became of Kathy Ffoulkes, that he 
was courting 50 элекке оп his first appearance? 

On the whole, though, | hope you will continue to do 
IRON MAN, at least for a while. You've begun to make 
а man of our hero авай!!! 

May you ай have a Merry Christmas (or Happy 
Hanukkah) and a Happy and Successful New Year! 

RFO QNS Bettina С. Helms. Вох 203 
New Fairfield, Conn. 06810 


Thanks, girl — we did have @ merry (or happy). Hope 
you did likewise, 

We're also glad to hear that you picked up on the 
developments топ Man's been going through these 
days. IL was decided lest year that perhaps the Golden 
Avenger was not putting enough thought into his adven- 
turing — and as опе of Marvel's most mature characters 
it seemed that he ought to. So he's been down for a 
while, as he took stock of himself and his life, but he’s 
learned from it {as witnessed here and in the unlikely 
pages of THE BEAST — still on sale if you're lucky), so 
that this ish comes as a culmination and a reaffirmation 
of all that truly is Iron Man. Now see where we go from 
here! 


Dear Stan, 

I hate to say it, but IRON MAN sure has gone down 
hill Jatety. | get the distinct impression that it's on its 
last legs. 

At one time | would have, and did. suggest to most 
everyone | knew that they shouid read IRON MAN И 
they tiked a story with a good plot апа lots of action, 
ხს! now you'd almost have to pay me to say the same 
thing to my worst enemy. 

The Mr. Кет bit you've been running just doesn't 
hold the attention like the older issues did, and this 
thing with Tony Stark always having hassles with 
Senators and/or Congressmen is just a bunch of 
раюрпа that’s been used at teast a hundred times too 
often. 

Why don’t you give the strip to Barry Smith so he 
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SENSATIONAL SECRETS AND INCREDIBLE INSIDE INFO, 
GUILELESSLY GUARANTEED TO AVAIL YOU NAUGHT! 


THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 


Now on Sale! 


FANTASTIC FOUR #123: Galactus! The 
Silver Surfer! The fabulous F.F.! АН 
cavorting and clashing in perhaps the 
greatest battle-issue yet! A feast for the 
mind and eye! 
SPIDER-MAN 2109: Flash Thompson — 
about to be sacrificed by a secret Death- 
Cult! Spidey helpless to save him! And 
then -- enter Doctor Strange! 
THOR #200: The Day of Ragnarok — as 
you've never seen it before! What can 
even the gods do — when the end of the 
universe is at hand? 
AVENGERS 2100: The tale you thought 
you'd never see! The Avengers attack 
Olympus — and vice versa! With the 
biggest batch of superheroes ever! 
HULK 2152: О! Greenskin — captured 
and held for а! And the lawyer's name 
15 — Matt Murdock! Don’t miss — "Who 
Will Judge the Hulk?” 
CAPT. AMERICA апа THE FALCON 
2150: The Stranger strikes from space! 
But so does the monster known as — 
Jakar! And earth's caught in the middie! 
DAREDEVIL #88: Kiligrave, the Purple 
Man, is back — and DO may never be 
the same again — even if he lives! Plus 
— the Black Widow's secret past! 
SUB-MARINER 250: The scourge of the 
seas returns to his abandoned Antarctic 
home — {о find it deserted no longer! 
And then — Prince Byrrah! 
IRON МАМ 247: "Shall Iron Man Live?” 
| That’s the dreaded question the golden 
[Avenger must ask himself —as he ге: 
lives anew his awesome origint 
| ASTONISHING TALES #12: “Terror іп 
the Everglades!" Perhaps the greatest 
Ka-Zar saga of all, as the jungle lord 
comes face to face with—the ۰ 
Thing! 
MARVEL SPOTLIGHT #4: Our Werewolf 
Ву Night — on the Island of the Damned! 
Aad if you wanna know why it's damned, 
just ask the man called Blackga:! 
HERO FOR HIRE 21: A wee bit late — 
but well worth the wait! Get in on the 
ground floor on this опе, pilgrim! It's 
gonna be big! 
COMBAT KELLY AND THE DEADLY 
DOZEN #1: The wildest, woolliest gang 
of GI's this side of the hard-hitting 
Howlers! To believe it — see it! 
SGT. FURY #99: Nick Fury's heroes — 
trapped in the rugged hills of Greece! 
And for them to live — Europe’s greatest 
patriot must die! 
Not to mention these winners: 
RAWHIDE KID 2100 — OUTLAW KID 
210 — MONSTERS ON THE PROWL #17 
— MARVEL TALES %535--ҒҒАН 28 -- 
WESTERN KID #4— MARVEL TRIPLE 
ACTION 23 — X-MEN +76 — HARVEY 
وس‎ OUR LOVE STORY #17—LI'L 
KIDS #6 —MILLIE THE MODEL 2196. 


STAN LEE’S SOAPBOX 


Hey, remember all the immodest ex- 
pressions we bombarded you with 
in the early days when Marvel was 
just a’borning? Ош first and best- 
known phrase was, of course, “The 
Marvel Age of Comics,” after which 
we slyly suggested that you always 
say "Маке Mine Marvel’ when or- 
dering anything from a comic-book 
to ал aardvark, Then, before you 
had а chance to duck, we whumped 
you with “Marvel's Оп The Move 
Aga.n!” А jot af you used to write to 
us, saying “Okay. okay. we know 
we're on the move again, but where 
in the name of Aunt Petunia are we 
going?’ We'd answer that we have 
a zillion ideas for new mags and 
new heroes, but we never seemed 
to have enough time, or a large 
enough staff to grind ‘ет out. And 
we suspect a lot of you thought we 
were putting you on. But now it’s 
a differant ball game! We've been 
working “ке mad {с corral some of 
the best new artists and writers to 
come down the pike — and we've 
finally swung it! That means we're 
about to take all those zingy ideas 
we've been keeping the lid on and 
bring them to life for you at last! 
So hang lose, heroes, апа watch 
our smoke! Marvel's set to bust 
louse пом. and that means the won- 
drous world of fantasy won't ever 
be the same! 
Excelsicr! 


ж 


ITEM! Lots of special issues this time, 
people! Roy and Bashful BARRY SMITH 
really went all-out on AVENGERS 2100, 
which features every Marve! hero who's 
ever been an Avenger — and that's а 
long, long list! 9 Here's a nostalgic note: 
Wild BILL EVERETT, who created the 
SUB-MARINER many moons ago, has 
both written and drawn the fabulous 
50th issue of Матог own mag. now on 
sale! * Even ol’ Stan got into the act, 
writing most of the current 200th ish of 
THOR. Sure, we know the first 82 issues 
were named JOURNEY INTO MYSTERY 
and didn’t really feature our awesome 
Thunder God — but an anniversary is an 
anniversary! * Speaking of which, we 
hear that Larrupin’ LARRY LIEBER has 
something specia! planned for the now- 
on-sale 100th issue of our best-selling 
RAWHIDE KiD mag— but he never got 
around to telling us what it is! Find out 
for yourself, troops! 

ITEM! Due to a last-minute delay or two, 
ош new bombshell LUKE CAGE, HERO 
FOR HIRE is on sale this time around 
instead of last month. Get it. hear? 


ITEM: Here's the scoop о! the year! 
This pungent paragraph is being penned 
a day before Xmas, 1971. But, by the 
time you read it, Jan. 5th. '72,will have 
соте апа gone. What's the big deal 
about Jan, 5th? Nothing much, except 
— that’s the date that New York’s wortd- 
famous Carnegie Hall presents “A 
MARVEL-OUS EVENING WITH STAN 
LEE”! Yep, it's for reai! Оп Jan. 5th 
we're slated to bring the whole Биват“ 
Bullpen before the footlights in a star- 
studded show paying homage to our 
Marvelous mixed-up menage of comix 
and their cavortin’ creators! (105 spooky 
how we're writing about it in the future 
tense, but it'll be past history by the 
time you get to read this!) Anyway, by 
the time we write next issue's Bullpen 
Bulletin, our super-production at Carne- 
gie Най will be behind us, so we'll be 
able 10 tell you everything that happened 
= and, knowing u can be sure we 
will! — That is, if we're not busy rehears- 
ing for a command performance at the 
Palladium by then! 


ITEM! Speaking of things you flame 
keepers are always asking us, this 
seems like as good a time as any to clue 
you In as to the exact personnel of 
Mighty Marvel's editorial staff. 5ТАМ"5 
the Editor and Art Director. natch — 
aided and sbetted (whatever that 
means) by Rascally ROY THOMAS, who 
basks іп the title of Associate Editor. 
What with all the new Marvel madness 
we've got planned, though, we've had 
to line up a handful of stalwarts to help 
Stan, Roy, and Production Manager 
JOHN VERPOORTEN keep things mov- 
ing along, so we've now got ۵ trio of 
awesome Assistant Editors as well. First, 
there's Sterling STEVE ENGLEHART, 
whom you read about last ish; next, 
there's Merry GERRY CONWAY, who 
heips out as needed in addition to his 
scripting chores; and last but not least, | 
there’s the newest addition to our 
harried ‘littie staff, Melancholy МІКЕ 
FRIEDRICH, Mike's a recent college 
grad from Santa Clara, California, but 
don't worry about tha Melancholy One 
being too young nothing can age 
а guy like а stint in the batty Bulipen. 


ITEM! Mike's first task for Marvel, by 
the way, was to pen a bunch of all-new 
western epics for our great OUTLAW 
КО mag. М you wanna sea what 
might've happened to the ever-amazing 
Spider Man if he'd been born about а 
century earlier — weil, just pick up О.К. 
and see what we mean, huh? Artwork’s 
by Darlin’ DICK AYERS, who's also been 
laboring with GARY (No Retatian) FRIED- 
RICH on the sizzling first issue of a new 
war-mag called COMBAT KELLY AND 
THE DEADLY DOZEN—now on sale, 
natch! All right, pilgrim - got everything 
straight now? Good — ‘cause next month 
we'll add another new title or two to our 
Ш lineup — and then we'll reaify start 


